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Indonesian Herbal SGLT2 Inhibitor Discovery through
Pharmacophore-Based Virtual Screening
Rezwendy, Rezi Riadhi Syahdi, Arry Yanuar*

ABSTRACT
Objective: Sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitor had been evaluated in clinical
trials as the basic strategy of hyperglycemia handling in diabetes. However, because of SGLT2
inhibitors is the new class of oral antidiabetic, it is rare to be found in Indonesia, and it is costly.This study was intended to find compounds from Indonesian herbal database that show
capability to be used as SGLT2 inhibitors through a pharmacophore-based virtual screening
approach. Methods: The SGLT2 inhibitor pharmacophore models were made from 10 training sets of SGLT2 ligand inhibitors using the Ligand Scout 4.1.5. Ten pharmacophore models
which had been made were validated using test set and decoy set methods to know how
the performance of pharmacophore model worked. Virtual screening were then applied to
the best pharmacophore model. Results: The model-1 pharmacophore was the best model,
with values of 0.9080, EF1% = 56.5, EF5% = 56.5 and AUC100% = 0.87 which served as
model for virtual screening. Model-1 consisted of one hydrophobic interaction, one aromatic
ring, four hydrogen bond donors and five hydrogen bond acceptors. Virtual screening showed
three compounds (Hits) with best pharmacophore fit scores according to model-1 among
1377 compounds, they were vitexin = 113.62; cucumerin A = 112.62; and cucumerin B =
113.51. Conclusion: These results showed that vitexin, cucumerin A, and cucumerin B potentially have activity as an SGLT2 inhibitor..
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INTRODUCTION
According to the International Diabetes Federation,
Indonesia had 10 million cases of diabetes in 2015
and is predicted to continue to rise until 2040. Diabetes
mellitus (DM) is a significant risk factor in the progression of microvascular complications (retinopathy,
nephropathy, and neuropathy) and macrovascular
(coronary heart disease, cerebrovascular, and peripheral blood vessels).1 Diabetes mellitus type-2 is one of
the most common types of diabetes, i.e., more than
90-95% of patients with type-2 diabetes mellitus. A
study from United Kingdom Prospective Diabetes
(UKPDS) showed that every 1% decrease in hemoglobin
(HbA1c) was related with a 37% decrease in the risk of
microvascular complications and 21% risk of diabetesrelated complications or death. The consensus of the
American Diabetes Association (ADA) and the European
Association for the Study of Diabetes (EASD) recommends the target of HbA1c in the treatment of diabetes is
less than 7%, but most patients fail to achieve it. Therefore, an ideal pharmacological compound for lowering blood glucose is required so that the target HbA1c
<7% can be fulfilled.2
A new class of drugs, the sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 inhibitor (SGLT2) had been evaluated in
randomized-controlled clinical trials for its role as a

treatment for hyperglycemia in diabetes. SGLT2 is
an efficient transport system for glucose reabsorption
of glomerular filtration. SGLT2 has 90% role in
inhibiting glucose reabsorption in the renal tubules.
The elevated levels of glucose can be inhibited by
SGLT2 by transferring glucose from the blood to
the urine, where glucose is mainly drawn from the
endothelium and organs having harmful effects on
the urine system.3 So, this SGLT2 inhibitor raised a
new perspective on glycosuria, especially in patients
with diabetes mellitus. The clinical effect of SGLT2
inhibitors, including lowering HbA1c levels, lead
to weight loss when accompanied by healthy lifestyle and diet, lowers systolic blood pressure, lowers
fasting blood glucose levels and decreases uric acid
which indicates the decrease of cardiovascular events.4
Some drugs that had been approved by the FDA are
Canagliflozin, Dapagliflozin, and Empagliflozin.5
However, the SGLT2 inhibitor is a new class of drugs
that are expensive and still rare to be found in Indonesia. There are lots of herbs in Indonesia which can
use for alternative diseases therapy, one of them is
diabetes mellitus. Some herbs that can be used as an
alternative treatment for patients with diabetes mellitus are Camellia sinensis, Pometia pinnata, Syzy-
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gium polyanthum, Artocarpus heteropyllus, Lagerstroemia speciosa and
Persea Americana.6 Based on that, the idea to look for a potential new
SGLT2 inhibitor of Indonesian herbs appears.
The research for new compounds from potential herbal plants as
SGLT2 inhibitors can be done by virtual screening. It is a cheap and
fast method for searching for new lead compounds in various targets.7 Universitas Indonesia had developed a database contains data
of herbal compounds and species of plant in Indonesia. This database can be used as a reference source for virtual screening which can
be accessed through herbaldb.farmasi.ui.ac.id. The pharmacophore
modeling method is the most commonly used in virtual screening to
find molecules that trigger the desired biological effects.8 In 2014,
a researcher had found eight candidate compounds having activity
as the HDAC2 inhibitor by using pharmacophore-based virtual screening
method. This has proved that virtual screening could be used as method
for exploring candidate compounds and also, the method is efficient
because it is very suitable for virtual screening on a large scale.9
Based on above, so, the study of pharmacophore-based virtual screening
on SGLT2 inhibitor from Herbal Indonesia databases was conducted and
expected to find herbal compounds that can be used for further research
of diabetes drugs with a faster time and lower costs.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Materials
The instrument which was used were Terminal, LigandScout 4.1.5
(InteLigand®, Austria), MarvinSketch (ChemAxon).
The materials used in this study were a three-dimensional structure
of SGLT2 ligand inhibitor from several kinds of literature. The ligands
can be downloaded from PubChem or drawn with MarvinSketch.10-13
Ligands from Indonesian herbal database (herbaldb.farmasi.ui.ac.id)
were also used in this work.14 A decoy structures were made using the
software on website A Directory of Useful Decoys - Enhanced (DUD-E)
(http://www.dude.docking.org) using the known ligand structures of
SGLT2 inhibitor structure.
Inhibitor SGLT2 Pharmacophore Modelling
Pharmacophore modeling of the SGLT2 inhibitor by using LigandScout
4.1.5 program which began with selecting training set. The first step
was to download active ligands of SGLT2 inhibitors from PubChem
site (https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) and made the structure of the
compound by using MarvinSketch application. Then the active ligands
were inserted into the “ligand-based perspective” in the LigandScout
application. The ligand conformation was generated from the ligand set.
Then the ligands were set and clustered according to pharmacophore
similarity and the distance. Furthermore, the active compounds that had
been clustered were selected and chosen to serve as a training set, and the
rest was used as a test set. Then the pharmacophore model was created
from the ligand training set.
Validation of Pharmacophore Model
The decoy structure files that had been obtained from dude.docking.org
in “picked” format were converted to “smiles/sdf ” format with MarvinSketch. The formation of the test set and decoy set was conducted by
using LigandScout by clicking on the “create screening database” icon.
Then, at the input part, the decoy file was inserted and in the output part,
filled the desired name with the format “ldb”, then click next. The desired
conformation generator was selected from conformation settings menu.
After it had been done, the step of inserting the decoy file on the input
section, for other decoy files, with the same output file as the update and
keep old settings to add the new file without deleting the old files in the
database. The formation of the test set database was conducted like a
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decoy set formation with a different “ldb” output file name. The test set
and decoy databases which were created in “ldb” format then entered
in the database screening by clicking “Load screening databases” for
validating the established model of pharmacophore. Mark the test set in
green as the active molecule and red for the inactive molecule. A model
of pharmacophore was selected, and the screening process was run by
clicking “perform screening” and “ROC curve plot.” After the screening
process was completed, the value of ROC curve (Receiver Operating
Characteristics) which consisted of AUC (Area Under Curve) and EF
(Enrichment Factor) were checked.
Virtual Screening Based on Pharmacophore 3D Model
Virtual screening was conducted in a virtual screening perspective, then
several stages performed, namely the herbal database of Indonesian
herbal which has been downloaded through the website www.herbaldb.
farmasi.ui.ac.id in “ldb” format, then put into the database of virtual
screening by clicking on the “Load screening databases” icon. The herbal
database that has been entered was marked in green. Then model of
pharmacophore was selected, and the screening process (click “perform
screening icon”) was conducted to the selected model, this process ran
for some time. This process was then carried out on another preferred
pharmacophore model. The candidate compound (hits) of herbal database
screening results were sorted according to the best pharmacophore-fit
score. Visualization of pharmacophore features of candidate compounds
(hits) included HBA (Hydrogen Bond Acceptors), HBD (Hydrogen
Bond Donor), AR (Aromatic Ring), and hydrophobic interactions (H).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Inhibitor SGLT2 Pharmacophore Modelling
A total of ten ligands were selected for training set and the remainder
were served as a test set for validation of the established pharmacophore
model from 108 ligands. The chemical structure of the selected training
set is shown in Figure 1.
Ten training set compounds were selected on each cluster that had been
made before. Selection of each class was also based on variations of IC50
data and some FDA-approved ligands as well as canagliflozin, dapagliflozin, and empagliflozin to provide a good pharmacophore model.
Furthermore, based on the results of the pharmacophore modeling,
produced ten models of pharmacophore ligand-based 3D mapping and
served as a model best pharmacophore virtual screening. The results of
model mapping and the score of the formed pharmacophore were shown
in Table 1.
Based on the results of the mapping Table pharmacophore models, the
model-1 had the best scoring pharmacophore model which was 0.9080.
Furthermore, each pharmacophore models formed was validated by
using test sets and decoy sets that have been made using LigandScout
4.1.5 application.
Validation of Pharmacophore Model
Pharmacophore model validation was performed to obtain the ROC
curve, the value of Area Under Curve (AUC), and Enrichment Factor
(EF), aimed to help evaluate the quality of the pharmacophore model is
made from the training set before the virtual screening process. It also
tests the performance of the test, how well the test can recognize the
active and inactive compounds during the screening process. Validation
of the pharmacophore model was performed using test set and decoy set.
Test sets were made of 98 ligands that were not included in the training
set and described the active compound for validation of the pharmacophore, while the decoy set describing the inactive compound. Decoy sets
were made from the SGLT2 inhibitor ligands that were incorporated into
A Directory of Useful Decoys-Enhanced (DUD-E) website (http://www.
Pharmacognosy Journal, Vol 10, Issue 4, Jul-Aug, 2018
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Table 2: Result of pharmacophore model validation.

Figure 1: Training Set Ligands 1. Compound 2 (0.49 nM); 2. Compound
7 (24.0 nM); 3. Compound 69 (67 nM); 4. Compound 93 (893.0 nM); 5.
Tofogliflozin (2.9 nM); 6. Luseogliflozin (2.26 nM); 7. Ipragliflozin (7.38
nM); 8. Canagliflozin (3.1 nM); 9. Dapagliflozin (1.2 nM); 10. Empagliflozin (2.7 nM).

Table 1: SGLT2 Inhibitor Pharmacophore Model Mapping.
Pharmacophore
Model

Pharmacophore Features

Scoring of
Pharmacophore
Model

1

H, AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.9080

2

H, AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8863

3

2 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8847

4

2H, 2 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8739

5

2H, 2 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8715

6

3H, 2 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8596

7

2H, 2 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8536

8

3H, 1 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8493

9

3H, 1 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8396

10

3H, 1 AR, 5 HBA, 4 HBD

0.8330

Model

Sensitivity

1-Spesificity

AUC100%

EF1%

EF5%

1
7

0.7347

0

0.87

56.5

56.5

0.7959

0.000184162

0.90

56.4

55.7

3

0.7959

0.000736648

0.90

56.4

53.7

6

0.5510

0

0.78

56.4

56.4

4

0.5306

0

0.77

56.4

56.4

2

0.5408

0

0.77

56.4

56.4

10

0.8061

0.001289134

0.90

56.4

51.8

5

0.7857

0.000184162

0.89

55.4

55.7

9

0.7041

0.000184162

0.85

55.4

55.6

8

0.6836

0.000184162

0.84

55.4

55.6

Models sorted by EF1%, EF5% and AUC100%

Table 3: Hits of Virtual Screening.
No

Hits

Molecule
Formula

Pharmacophore-Fit
score

1

Vitexin

C21H20O10

113.62

2

Cucumerin B

C29H28O11

113.51

3

Cucumerin A

C29H28O11

112.62

H: Hydrophobic
AR: Aromatic ring
HBA: Hydrogen Bond Acceptor
HBD: hydrogen Bond Donor

dude.docking.org). The result were 5,430 compounds in a decoy set. ROC
analysis ten models of pharmacophores which had been conducted, then
validated by assessing the sensitivity and specificity of SGLT2 inhibitors
using test sets and decoy sets to generate ROC curves consisted of AUC
(Area Under Curve) and EF (Enrichment Factor). Table 2 shows results
from the pharmacophore models validation.
Based on the data, model-1 was considered the best model used for
pharmacophore-based SGLT2 inhibitor virtual screening to obtain the
active compound from Indonesia herbal databases. It was based on
the scoring model of pharmacophore 0.9080, with EF1% and EF5%
which got the highest and consistent value of 56.5 and AUC100% of
0.87 with a sensitivity of 0.7347 and TPR 0.0000. Besides, the value of
ROC result which was shown to be very close to the upper left corner.15
Model-1 showed that the pharmacophore model could recognize and
difference to the true positive, false positive, true negative and false
negative hits with the highest accuracy.
Pharmacognosy Journal, Vol 10, Issue 4, Jul-Aug, 2018

Figure 2: Pharmacophore model visualization with hits in 2D and 3D
structure. A. Vitexin; B. Cucumerin B; C. Cucumerin A.
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Virtual Screening Analysis
Indonesia’s herbal databases which contain a total of 1377 active
compounds were screened, in which the compounds with the same
pharmacophore similar features to the model-1, will be used as hits or
candidates that were predicted to have SGLT2 inhibitor activity. Virtual
screening performed on model-1 yielded 58 candidate compounds
(hits). A total of 58 candidate compounds had been produced were;
three compounds had the best score and suitability based on the model-1
pharmacophore feature. The three compounds can be seen in the Table 3.
Based on Figure 2, the three candidate compounds (Hits) comprising
vitexin, cucumerin B, and cucumerin A, comply with all pharmacophore
features of model-1 that made from the SGLT2 compound training set
inhibitor. It was characterized by aromatic rings (purple), hydrophobic
areas (yellow), hydrogen bonding acceptors (red color) and hydrogen
bonding donors (green) each occupying each structure of vitexin,
cucumerin B, and cucumerin A.
Vitexin
Vitexin was one of the flavonoid group compounds, namely apigenin
flavon glycoside which has very low solubility in water.16 The results
of a search through the database of Indonesian herbal showed that the
compound vitexin derived from some plants. The plants containing
vitexin are Camellia sinensis (tea), Clinacanthus nutans (Gendis), Combretum quadrangulare (gulp), Crataegus laevigata (Hawthorn), Crataegus
monogyna (Hawthorn), Desmodium triflorum (Delilan), Garcinia dulcis
(Kemenjing), Garcinia hombroniana (Manggis Utan), Rhynchosia rufescens,
Tamarindus indica (Tamarind), Theobroma cacao (tree cacao), Toona
sureni (suren), Trigonella foenum-graecum (fenugreek) and Vitex littoralis
( Wood kula). Vitexin in these plants has hypoglycemia activity that can
be used as an antidiabetic. This was evidenced by several studies have
been done on these plants, including the results of dekokta leaves and
unripe fruit of the plant Crataegus mice induced Streptozotocin diabetes
to produce the effect of normalizing the value of plasma lipid peroxides
and lowering blood glucose levels in diabetes.17
Cucumerin A and Cucumerin B
Result through Indonesian herbal databases showed that the cucumerin
A and cucumerin B compounds were from the same plant that is Cucumis
sativus (cucumber). No research shows that cucumerin A and cucumerin B
compounds have antihyperglycemic activity, but according to Mukherjee
et al., cucumerin A and cucumerin B compounds contained in cucumbers, noted to have antidiabetic activity. Mukherjee et al. mentioned that
the Cucumerin A and Cucumerin B compounds were two new major
C-glycosyl flavonoid products found in cucumber leaf tissue.18

CONCLUSION
Based on the pharmacophore-based virtual screening analysis, it can be
concluded that the candidate compounds (hits), i.e., vitexin, cucumerin
A and cucumerin B, potentially having an activity of SGLT2 inhibitor
according to suitable of pharmacophore features in the model created
from the training set of SGLT2 inhibitor active compound.

ACKNOWLEDEGMENT
This study was supported by PITTA 2017 Grant, Directorate of Research
and Community Engagement, Universitas Indonesia.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
The authors are declare that there is no conflict of interest.

ABBREVIATIONS
SGLT2: Sodium glucose cotransporter 2; H: Hydrophobic; AR: Aromatic ring; HBA: Hydrogen Bond Acceptor; HBD: hydrogen Bond Donor; AUC: Area Under Curve; EF: Enrichment Factor; ROC: Receiver
Operating Characteristic.

REFERENCES
1. Luman A. Peran inhibitor sodium pada terapi diabetes melitus. Cermin Dunia
Kedokteran. 2015;42(7):498-503.
2. Nicholas J, Charlton J, Dregan A, Gulliford MC. Recent HbA1c values and
mortality risk in type 2 diabetes. Population-based case-control study. PLoS
One. 2013;8(7).
3. Chao EC. SGLT-2 inhibitors: a new mechanism for glycemic control. Clinical
Diabetes. 2014;32(1):4-11.
4. Clar C, Gill JA, Court R, Waugh N. Systematic review of SGLT2 receptor inhibitors
in dual or triple therapy in type 2 diabetes. BMJ Open. 2012;2(5):e001007.
5. Zhang Y, Liu Z. Recent developments of C-Aryl Glucoside SGLT2 inhibitors.
Current Med Chem. 2016;23(8):832-49.
6. Elya B, Malik A, Mahanani PIS, Loranza B. Antidiabetic activity test by inhibition
of alpha-glucosidase and phytochemical screening from the most active
fraction of buni (Antidesma bunius L.) stem barks and leaves. Int J PharmTech
Res. 2012;4(4):1667-71.
7. Alvarez J, Shoichet B. Virtual screening in drug discovery. Taylor and Francis
Group. 2005;379-415.
8. Kandakatla N, Ramakrishnan G. Ligand based pharmacophore modeling and
virtual screening studies to design novel HDAC2 inhibitors. Adv Bioinformatics.
2014.
9. Vlachakis D, Fakourelis P, Megalooikonomou V, Makris C, Kossida S. DrugOn:
a fully integrated pharmacophore modeling and structure optimization toolkit.
PeerJ [Internet]. 2015;3:725. Available from: https://peerj.com/articles/725.
10. Tang C, Zhu X, Huang D, Zan X, Yang B, Li Y, et al. A specific pharmacophore
model of sodium-dependent glucose co-transporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitors. J Mol
Model. 2012;18(6):2795-804.
11. Neumiller JJ. Empagliflozin: A new sodium-glucose co-transporter 2 (SGLT2)
inhibitor for the treatment of type 2 diabetes. Drugs Context. 2014;1-18.
12. Ohkura T. Ipragliflozin: A novel sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 inhibitor developed in Japan. World J Diabetes. 2015;6(1):136-44.
13. Zhang W, Welihinda A, Mechanic J, Ding H, Zhu L, Lu Y, et al. EGT1442,
A potent and selective SGLT2 inhibitor, attenuates blood glucose and HbA1c
levels in db/db mice and prolongs the survival of stroke-prone rats. Pharmacol
Res. Elsevier Ltd. 2011;63(4):284-93.
14. Yanuar A, Mun’im A, Lagho ABA, Syahdi RR, Rahmat M, Suhartanto H. Medicinal Plants Database and Three Dimensional Structure of the Chemical Compounds from Medicinal Plants in Indonesia. Int J Comput Sci. 2011;8(5):180-3.
15. Cristoph Sotriffer. Virtual Screening. Weinheim: WILEY-VCH; 2011.
16. Aslam MS, Ahmad MS, Mamat AS. Pharmacological potential of vitexin. Indian
Res J Pharm Sci. 2015;2(2):114-22.
17. Kumar D, Arya V, Bhat ZA, Khan NA, Prasad DN. The genus Crataegus: chemical
and pharmacological perspectives. Brazilian J Pharmacogn. 2012;22(5):1187-200.
18. Mukherjee PK, Nema NK, Maity N, Sarkar BK. Phytochemical and therapeutic
potential of cucumber. Fitoterapia Elsevier B.V. 2013;84(1):227-36.

Cite this article: Rezwendy, Syahdi RR, Yanuar A. Indonesian Herbal SGLT2 Inhibitor Discovery through Pharmacophore-Based
Virtual Screening. Pharmacog J. 2018;10(4):803-7.

806

Pharmacognosy Journal, Vol 10, Issue 4, Jul-Aug, 2018

Rezwendy, et al.: Indonesian Herbal SGLT2 Inhibitor Discovery

GRAPHICAL ABSTRACT

ABOUT AUTHORS
Arry Yanuar: obtained a Bachelor’s Degree
from Universitas Indonesia in Pharmacy (1990)
and Master’s degree of Pharmacy from Gadjah
Mada University (1997). His PhD in the field
of Structural Biology was obtained from Nara
Institute of Science and Technology (NAIST),
Japan (2006). Currently he works at Faculty of
Pharmacy Universitas Indonesia as the head
of Laboratory of Biomedical Computation and
Drug Design.

Pharmacognosy Journal, Vol 10, Issue 4, Jul-Aug, 2018

SUMMARY
• This paper examines about Indonesian Herbal SGLT2 Inhibitor Discovery
through Pharmacophore-Based Virtual Screening. Sodium glucose cotransporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitor had been evaluated in clinical trials as the basic
strategy of hyperglycemia handling in diabetes. However, because of SGLT2
inhibitors is the new class of oral antidiabetic, it’s rare to be found in Indonesia
and it is costly. This study was intended to find compounds from Indonesian
herbal database (herbaldb.farmasi.ui.ac.id) that capable to work as SGLT2 inhibitors database through a pharmacophore-based virtual screening approach.
The methods of SGLT2 Inhibitor Discovery are Inhibitor SGLT2 Pharmacophore
Modelling, Validation of Pharmacophore Model and Virtual Screening Based
on Pharmacophore 3D Model using LigandScout 4.1.5 (InteLigand®, Austria),
Terminal and MarvinSketch (ChemAxon). The SGLT2 inhibitor pharmacophore
models were made from 10 training sets of SGLT2 ligand inhibitors, then
they were validated. The best model served as model for virtual screening.
Virtual screening showed three compounds (Hits) with best pharmacophore fit
scores according to the best model among Indonesian herbal database structure, they were vitexin, cucumerin A and cucumerin B. Therefore, based on
the pharmacophore based virtual screening analysis, it can be concluded that
the candidate compounds (hits) i.e. vitexin, cucumerin A and cucumerin B, potentially having an activity of SGLT2 inhibitor according to suitable of pharmacophore features in the model created from the training set of SGLT2 inhibitor
active compound.
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